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would expect a skateboarder to look like.
... When you look at me, you think, whose
uncle is running this?”

His customers aren’t shy about asking
questions.

“They’1l come in, and they have a
Walmart board. And they say, ‘Can you
give me some new wheels? My board is
really slow.” And I look at ’em, and some
of these are plastic. Plastic trucks and
everything. The real key is that they’re so
cheap that normal skateboard wheels won’t
work the bearings or anything that go in
them. So, I have to turn around to the kid
and say, ‘I'm sorry, kid, but I can’t fix your
skateboard,” and then I have to explain
it. I keep these complete skateboards on
the wall. And they’re a little bit more,
but they can afford them, and they’re real
skateboards. So, when I say, I can’t fix this
one, but I have this one over here. And
when they see the price, they usually do
it, and I'm starting a skateboarder on his
way. I’m not just fixing a problem to sell
some wheels. ... I didn’t introduce him to
skateboarding—or her—but they got what
they needed when they came and saw me.
That’s the important part.”
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But once his customers have the proper
equipment, he’s happy to tutor them on
maintenance and repair.

“A lot of kids don’t know hot to put
together their skateboard, so I get a chance
to show them how to do that. And would
they get that from Amazon or eBay?”

And he thinks skateboarding is due for
another increase in popularity.

“Next year is the Olympics, and
skateboarding is in the Olympics for the
first time,” Bradshaw said. “And we have
a bunch of new people from California in
Spanish Springs who are already welcoming
to skateboarding. They’re already acclima-
tized to it. I figured rather than have them
drive across town—they drive past me to go
to work. We give a Tesla discount.”

It’s a different world for skateboard-
ing than in the *80s when Bradshaw was
starting out.

“It was illegal,” he said. “T’ve gotten
tickets for it and been arrested.”

One remnant from that era is the “no
skateboarding” sign posted above the
entrance to his shop. It looks like it’s been

there for 20 or 30 years. |
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EDGE NIGHTCLUB

i1 PEPPEAMILL REND PRESENTS
LIVE IN PERSON s s s ONE NIGHT ONLY

THE LIQUE

May 2 « 7Tpm-11pm

May 3-4 « Bpm-Midnight
Modern jozz/funk/hip-hop quintet

MAX MINARDI
May 5-8 * 6pm-10pm
Acoustic folk singer-songwriter

PEPPERMILL

RENO

PeppermillReno.com
2707 S. Virginia Street

The Ligue crosses over info many contemporary styles, creating @ modern fusion of live hip-hop. The quintet's buoyant
stage presence centers around storytelling, fan interaction and choreographed routines, all served with a suit and tie.

THE INCITERS

May 9 « 7pm-11pm

May 10-11 « Bpm-Midnight

Dance floor band inspired by Northern Soul
and Mod scenes

KYLE WILLIAMS
May 12-15 « 6pm-10pm
Singer-songwriter performs soulful acoustic pop

FACEBOOK.COM/PEPPERMILLRENO
TWITTER /RENOPEPPERMILL
INSTAGRAM PPERMILLRENO
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