Ghost stoies

Madame Curry and her Spirit
Wranglers—Bailey and her three
young children, who all bring up the
rear of the tour and treat participants
to drinks and conversation—impart
fascinating stories of the intriguing and
so-crazy-they-must-be-true original
residents of Carson City, from vision-
ary Curry himself to George Ferris,
Jr., inventor of the Ferris Wheel; to
Orion Clements, first and only territo-
rial secretary of Nevada and brother
of author Samuel Clemens (Mark
Twain); to Major William Matthew
Ormsby, who was killed leading a
vigilante force against Paiute Indians
in the Pyramid Lake War; to Alfred
Chartz, a local attorney convicted of
murder whose house is the stuft of
nightmares; and many more.

“It truly is 277 years’ worth of
story gathering,” Bennett says about
the origins of the wealth of informa-
tion and storytelling. “A lot of it is
from the library. I used to go do a
summer trip every year and spend
a full day at the Nevada State
Library, looking through old
newspapers—old copies
of the Nevada Appeal and
Territorial Enterprise. I
also use books found at the
Nevada State Museum and
the Visitors Center. I'm
constantly picking up new
books. I try to read as much
as I can so I have a base of
history, but also, depending
on the group or day, the ability
to keep it fresh and tie in new
information.”

Woven into the
historic anecdotes
are numerous tales
of ghost sightings
and unexplained
encounters, which
Madame Curry
relates with relish and
which are enough, on
this breezy, darkening
summer evening, to
raise the hairs on the
back of my neck and
cause my I0-year-old
daughter to snuggle
up next to me as she
listens and whisper in
my ear, “Is that real?”

Well, is it?
Bennett says many of
the ghost stories come
from residents who
have stayed or lived there,
and others come from peculiar

encounters she herself had while
working at the Rinckel Mansion,
which is now home to the Nevada
Press Association, or when she lived
in an apartment near the Washoe Club
in Virginia City.

One of Bennett’s favorite things
about the walks is afterward, when
she bids her guests goodnight and they
linger to relate their own stories of
mysterious happenings.

“I think we’ve all had things that
feel like coincidences, or like some-
one’s trying to remind us that they’re
there,” she reflects. “It’s the senses
being awakened. Maybe pictures are
falling down, or there’s a smell. A
spirit won’t tap us on the shoulder and
say, ‘Hey, I want to talk to you,” but
we have those reminders, that energy
around us. ... I think it’s up to the
individual person to determine what
that is. So it’s really important at the
ghost walks for us to share memories
and think about experiences—not to
create bizarre illusions, but to open
people’s hearts and minds.” O

“T think we ve-all had things
that geel like coincidences , o
like: someone s tying to semind,
ws that they e there. Tb's the
servses being awakened.”

Mary Bennett
CGarson City Ghost Walks

For tickets or more information about the
Carson Gity Ghost Walks, visit
www.carsoncityghostwalk.com.
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BUBBLE WRAP/PEANUTS
Find out where to recycle or  ACH Foam Technologies 343-
properly dispose of 3400
unwanted items in the Postal Annex Plus Reno/Sparks
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Businesses may charge for ~ The UPS Store 829-2456
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Habitat for Humanity 323-5511
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5788

for our more extensive
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Staples locations
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New2U Computers 329-1126
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Kiwanis Bike Program 337-
1717

Reno Bike Project 323-4488
Gospel Mission 323-7999

COMPUTERS

Computer Corps 883-2323
Intelligent Lifecycle Solutions
391-1319

FOOD WASTE
Down to Earth Composting 476-2332

FURNITURE
Habitat for Humanity 323-5511
Salvation Army 688-4559

GASOLINE
H20 Environmental 351-2237

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE
H20 Environmental 351-2237

LIGHT BULBS-CLF BULBS
Home Depot locations
Have Lights Will Travel 355-6300

PESTICIDES
NV Dept of Agriculture 353-3715

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
Reno Police Dept. 334-2175
Sparks Police Dept. 353-2428

SCRAP METAL

Western Metals Recycling 358-
8880

Slims Metal Reno 331-3023

TELEVISIONS

Intelligent Lifecycle Solutions
391-1319

NV Recycling 888-9888

Best Buy locations

TIRES

Tires Plus 525-9381
Big O Tire 827-5000
Firestone tires

KTMB's recycling guide is funded by:

WASHOE COUNTY
HEALTH DISTRICT

ENHANCING QUALITY OF LIFE

Illegal Dumping
Report illegal dumping by
calling (775) 329-DUMP (3867)
or through Washoe County
Sheriff's Office mobile APP:
WCSO

Eco-Center:
1100 E. Commercial Row, Reno (M-F 8a-4p)

Washoe County Apartment Residents
Drop off recyclables (glass bottles & jars, aluminum
cans, plastic containers & bottles, metal cans, paper &
junk mail, flattened cardboard) at Waste Management

Go Plastic Free with KTMB!
To learn about our plastic
free volunteer opportunities
visit
www.ktmb.org/volunteer!
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