
Cat keeper 
Amanda Williamson is the market-
ing director for the Nevada Humane 
Society, which will be holding a free 
cat adoption event from July 8-14 at 
its shelter, 2825 Longley Lane. Visit 
nevadahumanesociety.org or the 
Nevada Humane Society Facebook 
page to learn more.

Start by telling me about being at 
“cat-pacity,” which you do appear 
to be.
Yes, we are definitely at cat-pacity—
over cat-pacity, actually. We have almost 
500 cats right now, which is more than 
we’ve had in a long, long time. Part of 
that is due to this kitten season being 
insane. We’re not entirely sure why. We 
think it has something to do with the 
weather. Maybe it was the somewhat 
mild winter. So, kittens are just flooding 
in. But we also have a lot of older cats 
here right now. … Because we have so 
many kittens, we’ve had trouble adopt-
ing out our older cats. They’d rather 
take a kitten home than a cat that may 
be 13 years old or may have a kidney 
issue. Those less adoptable cats have 
just been hanging out here with us way 
too long.

So the idea is to get some of 
those kittens and older cats out 
the door. 

That’s the goal. We’re including kittens 
in the promotion as well, just because 
of the sheer amount we have. But our 
goal is really to get the older cats out. 
We’ve also been bringing in cats from 
outside of Reno—because we’re helping 
out other communities that may not be 
“no kill” communities. We’ve been taking 
all of those cats in, so now we’re just at 
our max.

How will adoptions work? 
They can come in. They can look 
through the cat colonies and the cat 
showcase … and if they find a cat that’s 
their match—that they feel is going to 
do well in their home—then the adop-
tion fee is waived. It’s pretty simple. 
I mean, they still have to go through 
our adoption process. They have to be 
qualified to adopt.

Is there a concern that giving ani-
mals away at no cost could result 
in them living in homes where the 
people may not have money to 
care for them? 
Right. So, there are a lot of studies 
that prove that there is no less love 
or care given to the animal if they’re 
adopted for free. I believe the ASPCA 
did one of those. Maddie’s Fund has 
done one, but, despite that, we have 
an adoption process that they go 
through—and they have to be qualified 
to adopt. … You have to be a match. 
For example, if the cat is an “angel 
cat” [one with special medical needs 
that the shelter covers or subsidizes], 
you’ll have to be able to get them in 
for appointments. …  But if you want 
to adopt a cat, there’s one here you’re 
qualified to adopt.

How many cats do you hope to get 
out the door?
All of them would be amazing. We 
already have other shelters in the 
community and in nearby communities 
who are asking us to take cats, and 
we’re turning them down because we 
don’t have the room. So if we could 
clean out the shelter as much as 
possible and bring in those cats from 
outside of here, then it would just be 
saving more lives. Ω

by BRUCE VAN DYKE

East Walker beauty
One thing I have learned in my 
time on this, the Third Stone From 
the Sun, and learned indelibly, is 
that women really, really, really 
hate being lied to. For many, being 
lied to is nothing less than an 
Instant deal-breaker. Do I speak 
from experience? You’re damn 
right I do. (It just didn’t seem like 
that big of a deal!) 

So if we agree on this asser-
tion, then how the hell did it come 
to pass that 47 percent of U.S. 
women voted in 2016 for the most 
blatant, brazen, lying bullshit art-
ist in the history of history? This 
is Twilight Zone shit, man, straight 
from Serling City. My guess is that 
number will be significantly lower 
in 2020 (assuming that Don Don 
escapes the primary challenge of 
Bill Weld, who just may be a bit of 
a factor in the next eight months, 
mark my words).

•
Way back in the ’80s or ’90s, the 
magnificent PBS series Nature ran 
a terrific episode on a very special 
place in Nevada. Great Basin 
National Park? Nope. The awesome 
Ruby Mountains? Nope. The very 
predictable Lake Tahoe? Nope. It 
was a look at the East Walker River 
and the beautiful stretch of that 
stream that runs from Bridgeport 
Reservoir in California to its conflu-
ence with the West Walker in Mason 
Valley, near Yerington. The show 
was called The Flowing Oasis, and 
it was an excellent and memorable 
tribute.

Did you know there is now a new 
state park on the East Walker? 
Established last year, the Walker 
River State Recreation Area is open 
and ready for action, and it’s pret-
ty doggone nice. A park that’s def 
built for the future, it boasts some 
features that are quite attractive, 
especially to those of us who have 

switched over to RV/trailer mode. 
The two campgrounds are wide 
open and very spare, 35 spaces 
total, not terribly pretty, but very 
functional. Boasting a central main 
bathroom with nice showers (a 
first for Nevada?) and lots of pull-
through campsites with plug-in 
electricity, it’s very appealing for 
large, fatass 35-foot RVs. Each 
site has its own permanent picnic 
table, shaded by a pyramid-shaped 
structure, which is dandy.

The visitor center is noth-
ing less than gorgeous, and the 
rushing river itself is pretty and 
precious, featuring a perfect 
walking trail right alongside. Since 
the park is brand new and almost 
totally unknown, it’s gonna be 
all yours this summer no matter 
when you show up. The road going 
in is just fine, about four miles of 
easy gravel. All in all, a very posi-
tive first impression. Ω
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