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The long
term

Blunderbusst

Rebounding and rebirth in music is
essential for bands that have been together
for more than a decade. Even though it took
miles of rough road to navigate—including
a hiatus—Carson City indie rock band
Blunderbusst is in its own post-cocoon
moment right here and now.

“I perceive it like a long-term relation-
ship,” said Blunderbusst drummer Carolyn
Gates. “If we have to take two years to get
our shit together and handle family business
and deal with our breakdowns, that’s fine.
Having a hiatus was never a fearful or
fraught thing.”

“We’ve relearned what we do and how
we play, and we’ve gained new skills,”
said guitarist Carson Cessna. “I think
we’ve really doubled down on what we
do and gained a lot of confidence as a unit
and individually, and what it means to be
Blunderbusst. We have a pretty strong sonic
identity, to the point where we can experi-
ment and do any kind of song.”

On Aug. 9, Texas indie label Slow
Start Records will release Monarch of the
Mountain, a six-song EP from Blunderbusst
that’s also available as a double 7-inch
single at their shows. Monarch, recorded in
Reno at Wires and Noise studio, has already
received national attention thanks to song
premieres on music sites Ghettoblaster and
The Big Takeover.

It’s been years in the making, but
Blunderbusst always takes its time. Formed
by guitarist and singer Jen Scaffidi and
Gates in 2005, the band played its first
show a year later and sporadically released
albums and EPs and played shows for the
next six years. Cessna joined, first on synth,
in 2011, but soon after the band became less
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Blunderbusst’s songs are about “sex and death.”
They are, from left, Jen Scaffidi, Garson Cessna

and Carolyn Gates.
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of a priority. Scaffidi’s mom Bobbi passed
away in 2012, and by the time 2014 came
around, as Scaffidi puts it, “I wasn’t writing
new songs, and it wasn’t really fun.”

In 2016, Scaffidi started writing again,
and Cessna moved to guitar. Their first
years back together were spent figuring out
if it was still worth it.

“It was kind of a beta test,” Gates said.
“Let’s get in a room and see if it’s still fun,
or let’s not do it.”

During this time, the band also took
what Cessna called “extreme sonic austerity
measures” and pared their sound in general.
It isn’t that far removed from a decade-plus
ago, though. The roots are in modern
alterna-folk songwriters like Neko Case
and Brandi Carlisle, but with tons of classic
indie rock accents, from twisting time
signatures on almost every song to Cessna’s
pivoting from atmospheric melodies to
flat-out noise.

Scaffidi said that she sees Cessna’s role
in the band as “the vibemaster.” For his
part, he called himself a support musician
in service to Blunderbusst’s songs.

“I have the freedom to just get wild
and shape sound,” he said. “In a way, I feel
like what I’'m trying to do is be the sonic
equivalent to what Jen is singing about.”

Scaftidi’s words—abstract and evoca-
tive of emotions without quite pinning
them down—cover some remarkable
ground. The title track to Monarch deals
in part with her father, Sherrie, who came
out as transgender in 2015. Other lyrics
discuss the grieving process following her
mother’s death.

Scaffidi said her lyrics are written by
“grabbing all the bits and pieces of stuff
that I’ve been thinking about over the years.
I feel like we only write about death and
sex, and sometimes one is a metaphor for
the other.” a

Blunderbusst’s EP release party is at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
July 13, at Foxy Olive, 220 Mill St. Hear some of the record
and learn more about the band at blunderbusst.com.
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You do not have to tolerate sexual harassment.

CALL MARK MAUSERT —

Experienced Nevada Attorneys who have successfully litigated more than
300 sexual and racial work place harassment cases. 36 years of experience.
Contingent Fee Cases Accepted

Mark Mausert & Cody Oldham

729 EVANS AVE, RENO | 775-786-5477

CALL NOW & SAVE UP TO 84%
ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION

Drug Name Qty (pills)
Viagra 100mg 16
Viagra 50mg 16
Cialis 5mg 84
Cialis 20mg 16
Levitra 20mg 30
Stendra 200mg 16
Spiriva 18mcg 90ds
Advair 250mcg/50meg 180 ds
Vagifem 10mcg 24
Premarin 0.625mg 84
Combivent18mcg/103meg 600 ds
Symbicort 160mcg/45Smeg - 360 ds
Entocort 3mg 100
Januvia 100mg 84
Aggrenox 200mg/25mg 200
Colcrys 0.6mg 100
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$47.99

$44.99
$154.99
$124.99
$134.99
$264.99
$194.99
$209.99
$119.99

$99.99
$144.99
$219.99
$134.99
$264.99
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Drug Name Qty (pills) Price*
Ventolin 90mcg 600ds  $84.99
Xifaxan 550mg 100  $174.99
Asacol 800mg 300 $254.99
Vesicare 10mg 100 $169.99
Ranexa ER 500mg 200 $194.99
Myrbetriq 50mg 90  $369.99
Actigall 300mg 300 $229.99
Bystolic 5mg 84  $119.99
Eliquis 5mg 180  $609.99
SpirivaRespimat2.5mcg  180ds  $239.99
Prempro 0.3mg/1.5mg 84  $109.99
Estring 7.5mcg/24hr 1 $124.99

All pricing in U.S dollars and subject to change without
notice. "We accept Amex, Electronic Checking, Personal
Check or International Money Order.” *Prices shown are
for the equivalent generic drug if available.*

B TotalCareMart.com

w Savings made easy

1-800-267-2688

www.TotalCareMart.com

ING CENTER, PO BOX 121 STN L,

74, CANADA

O07.11.19 RN&R

CODE DC60

23





