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Barber
Anthony Eidem
Gearhead Salon and Barbershop 

opened recently at 701 E. Second 
St. in Reno. It’s the second location 
of Gearhead. The first is in Chico, 
California. The Reno shop can be 
reached at 337-2889.

Where’s the name come from, 
Gearhead?
Well, back in the ’50s, you had greasers, 
and the greasers would work on cars and 
whatnot. During the ’70s, car manufactur-
ers started taking what the greasers were 
doing to their cars and do ’em up and 
you can get muscle cars. And gearhead 
was the name to work on anything—any 
kind of car, be it a car, truck, motorcycle. 
If you’re wrenching, you’re working on 
the gears, then you’re a gearhead. ... I 
was born in San Gabriel, [California], but 
I graduated in Reno, Nevada. I’ve been 
gone 17 years. I went to Wooster High 
School. My mom is retiring. My dad is 
Chef Joe Eidem. … He was the chef at 
Washoe Medical Center—Renown. And 
now he does Chef Joe Consults. He’s in 
Rancho Cucamonga, [California], but he’ll 
be moving back in October. So, with my 
parents getting a little bit older … that’s 
one of my reasons for moving back, being 
near them. … My mom worked for the 
VA medical center for 38 years, and she’s 
retiring.

How did you end up in Chico?
At the time [in 2002], it was right when the 
Indian casinos were just starting to go up. 
Did you ever see Hot Tub Time Machine? 
You know when they’re going back to the 
town, and everything is all boarded up? 
I just saw that happening to Reno. Reno 
was kind of going through a dark ages, 
if you will, and I was a father. And with 
the 24-hour town, and the drinking and 
whatnot, I just wanted a better life for 
them. ... Long story short, my wife was 
from Paradise, California, so I moved [to 
Chico] to raise my kids. My youngest is 17 
now, and ... we’re moving back.

Paradise went through serious 
trauma. How did the fire affect 
your business and your family?
I was fortunate enough that it didn’t affect 
my business other than lost time with 
the smoke and the evacuations. But my 

friends and family and my employees, 
seeing them lose so much—my manager 
right now in the Reno shop, she lost 
everything. ... She came to me and said, 
“Tony, I just lost everything. You’re open-
ing up the shop in Reno. I would like to go 
there and start anew.” Now, she’s got a 
boyfriend, she’s got a great job, and she’s 
pretty happy rebuilding everything. The 
community in Reno has embraced her. ... 
Gearhead is an old-school barbershop. 
We’re one of the only walk-in barber-
shops. Also, why did we open up in Reno? 
We saw with the other shops—there is 
great artists and great shops in Reno, but 
they’re all booked out for two weeks and 
charging over $20 a haircut, with no walk-
ins. Gearhead’s business plan is we’re a 
walk-in-only shop, with $15 haircuts, with 
free beer and water. We have a small 
arcade there. We cater to all walks of life.

How does Reno seem different?
Culture. Culture! When I went to school in 
Reno—when I lived in Reno, your dad was 
a pitboss and your mom was a cocktail 
waitress. There was always a house to 
go to at night because there was some 
parents who were working graveyard. And 
there wasn’t much culture for the kids. I 
love midtown, and the—dare I say—the 
Sacramento feel. ... Coming back to Reno 
and seeing the culture and the art, and 
the people and the growth ... has been 
amazing. ... I just love the new culture of it 
all. I’m very happy to be back. Ω

by BRUCE VAN DYKE

Who’s the greatest?
Show me a guy who is shouting 
about America being the great-
est country in the world, and 
I’ll show you a guy who hasn’t 
traveled much. In light of MAGAns 
breaking out and embracing 
good ole “Love it or leave it” once 
again (a pissy little oldie from 
the ’60s, from back in the days 
when “MAGAns” were known as 
“rednecks”), let’s take a look at 
America’s stats these days and 
see how it rates in the “World’s 
Best Country” derby. Hey, if 
you’re gonna leave, you should 
know if you’re leaving The Great-
est Country Ever, right?

When you look at various ratings 
like education, health care and 
quality of life, you see the folks do-
ing the rating seem to be really im-
pressed with the highly taxed and 
generally pleasant semi-socialists 
of Scandinavia. These countries 
seem to kicking ass in the “We’re 
cool, calm and extremely function-

al” department, and you get used 
to seeing Sweden, Finland, Norway, 
Denmark and the Netherlands 
dominating the top 10 in just about 
every category besides Random 
Shootings and Blathering Sports 
Talk. It appears there’s something 
to be said for not having soldiers, 
sailors and weapons stationed 
all over the bleeping planet. You 
know who else shows up in a lot of 
Top Tens? Australia, New Zealand 
and Canada. They’ve come a long 
way from the days of being British 
prisons!

I’m mostly using the ratings 
compiled by U.S. News and World 
Report, a fine old rag that contin-
ues to be a paragon of objective 
journalism. And, hey, in education, 
looky here! The U.S.A. does very 
well indeed, rated as Number Two 
for an educated citizenry (which 
implies that we don’t have the 
moron market cornered by a long 
shot. Nice!).

How about health care? That’s 
universally recognized as seriously 
important, and it’s no surprise 
that here, the U.S.A. falters, with 
the World Health Care Organiza-
tion rating us 37th. Our quality of 
doctors is very high (second), but 
the system has some bugs and 
kinks to work out (thank you, Capt. 
Obvious).

Quality of life? U.S.A. is 17th. Not 
bad, but not even close to goddamn 
Finland or Switzerland. You know 
what kills us in QOL? All those 
random shootings by insane mad-
men. Oh, well. Not that we can do 
anything about that. Quit whining 
and suck it up! (Cabela’s is having a 
hot sale on bulletproof vests.)

Best Overall Countries on 
Earth? U.S. News puts us at a 
solid 8. Nothing to write home 
about, but not an embarrass-
ment. Conclusion—if you’re gonna 
Leave It, head to Copenhagen, 
Sydney or Vancouver!   Ω
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