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Psychic
Laura Peppard is the founder 
and director of the Reno Psychic 
Institute, 20 Hillcrest Drive—an 
organization she founded a quar-
ter century ago. RPI is hosting 
the Reno Spiritual Wellness Expo 
from Oct. 18-20 at Reno Town 
Mall—4001 S. Virginia St. The expo 
will include spiritual organiza-
tions, entertainers and work-
shops, as well as vendors selling 
jewelry, art, minerals, stones and 
holistic wellness products. Learn 
more details by visiting
renospiritualwellnessexpo.com. 

How many times have you done 
this event? 
Twenty years, twice a year—but I 
finally took off this spring. … But then 
the opportunity came along for this 
new location, which I’m excited about. 
We were at the convention center for 
years and years, and then we went to 
the Best Western [by the] airport.

So it’s three days. What are 
people going to find there? 
Friday, we want to do a book signing 
and wine tasting. And then kind of kick 
it off with a healing clinic, energy heal-
ings—and, also, we’re in the process 
of creating a world dance event. 
A friend of mine has the Sufi thing 

going—so we’ll just have a fun opening 
with Friday. 

Are they specifically spiritual 
dances then? 
As much as we can. We’re still creat-
ing it.

I suppose dancing could be 
considered spiritual in its own 
right, too. 
Yeah. Yeah.

What about the other two days? 
Well, that’s all of the vendors and the 
readings and healings and seminars. 
We always have a theme with the 
expo, which is really fun. And this time 
it’s “connection.” So we’re going to 
have a series of seminars on connec-
tion with yourself, with other and with 
the divine. 

World dance—can I assume then 
that it’s geared toward people 
of different faiths?
Yeah. We’d love to have as many 
different ones as we can, and we’re 
starting off with the Sufi one—because 
that’s what PJ [Chatterton] knows. 

What’s the reason for the expo?  
Just to give a space for a spiritual 
“hello” in the community.

A spiritual “hello,” like to meet 
and greet other spiritual people? 
Help me understand. 
 Well, we’re spiritual beings as well as 
physical bodies, so it’s a recognition 
of your spiritual nature. And usually 
that’s in religion, but religion is kind 
of—you know, creates barriers 
between groups. So this is like we all 
just get to recognize our spirituality 
and kind of forget about the 
differences. □
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Floating ideas 
In 1997, the band Spiritualized re-
leased an album with a memorable 
title—Ladies and Gentlemen, We 
Are Floating in Space. That thought, 
when used as a daily mantra, can 
be comforting somehow in this time 
of wacky kookiness.

•
After 32 months of The Dum Dum 
Experiment, it seems very safe to 
assert the following: The brazen 
corruption of the Trump Admin-
istration is exceeded only by its 
brazen detestability. 

In other words, if the Americans 
of 2020 think it's important that 
their POTUS, above all else, be a 
detestable prick, well then, Tweet 
Boy is a stone cold shoo-in. 

•
It’s time to spread the word. There 
are now three men who are ready 
to primary Prez Capone, and this 
could be fun. This Trio of Trumpo-
phobes is made up of William Weld, 
Joe Walsh and Mark Sanford—

Republicans who are fed up with 
the Madness of Dotard Donald 
and are now ready to hassle him 
directly in the primaries that are 
four months away. Yes, Walsh and 
Sanford have been total assholes in 
the past, but they are Republicans, 
after all. Weld, being more of a 
Reagan-era guy, is less of a jerk in 
terms of being associated with Tea 
Party-esque assholism. But all that 
stuff is unimportant. What really 
matters is that their AK-47s are 
loaded with fresh, freaky pellets of 
political poop, and they’re ready 
to pop off and paste the broad 
backside of the pouty putz POTUS. 
No one really knows what impact 
their campaigns will have on 
Agent Orange, who Retrumplicans 
support in ridiculous numbers. 
But once these guys open fire on 
Twitler’s mottled ass, who knows 
what the damage will be? One thing 
is certain. When it comes to Dump’s 
horribleness as President, there’s 

a lot to talk about. As in a lot. I 
mean, for fux sake … Sharpiegate? 

•
It's now obvious that the overall 
strategy coming out of Retrumpli-
can National HQ for the campaign is 
simply to smear all Dems with the 
“S” word.  Socialism! As the great 
Count Floyd used to say, “Oooh, 
scaaarrrry!” Well, you know what 
the Dem counterpunch should be? 
The “R” word, as in … Republican! 
Ooooh, VERY scaarrryyy! Because, 
as a Republican, the candidate is 
telling you that his/her position on 
gun control is “machine guns for 
all Americans, especially the crazy 
ones!” White supremacists? “Let's 
not be hasty. There are some really 
nice Nazis out there with some 
interesting ideas.” Health care? 
“Get an effing job with an insurance 
plan, deadbeat.” Election protec-
tion? “Excuse me? Say what?” 

Let the smearing begin!   Ω
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