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Generally excellent
Welcome to this week’s Reno News 
& Review.

Some good news for once! 
We did really well in the Nevada 

Press Association’s annual Better 
Newspaper and Magazine Contest. 
I’m especially happy to see that 
Dennis Myers got some posthu-
mous recognition, and I’m proud of 
Matt Bieker’s all-star performance 
in his rookie year.

In our category, Urban Weeklies, 
Dennis won first place for News 
Feature Story. That was for “The 

secret history of 
Reno,” his thor-

ough telling of 
the story of the 
city, including 
its history of 

hate crimes. He 
also won second 

place for Investiga-
tive Story and second place for 
Business Feature.

Matt won first place for Explan-
atory Journalism, second place for 
Local Column, and third place for 
Business Feature.

He’s also one of the names on 
our first-place plaque for Page 
One Design, alongside our design-
ers Maria Ratinova and Sarah 
Hansel, and last year’s Best of 
Northern Nevada artist, Jaxon 
Northon.

Our critics did well: Movie 
reviewer Bob Grimm won first 
place for Critical Writing, and our 
theater critic, Jessica Santina, 
took second place. Arts writer 
extraordinaire Kris Vagner won 
second place for Feature Writing 
for her story “Walled in.” 

As did our columnists: Sheila 
Leslie won first place for Local 
Non-staff Column, while Bruce 
Van Dyke took third in the same 
category. Meanwhile, I took third 
place for Local Column.

The folks on the advertising 
side did well, too. Designer Cathy 
Arnold won second place for In-
House Advertising Promotion, and 
the advertising team won first 
place for Special Section or Cam-
paign for the Kids News & Review.

And the paper won some overall 
awards: Third place for Overall 
Design, and we won the big one: 
first place in General Excellence.

I’m really proud of the efforts of 
everyone on the team. It’s been a 
tough year for many of us person-
ally, and we’ve kicked butt despite 
the setbacks. Big congrats, fam!

—Brad Bynum
b r a d b@news r e v i ew . c om

Take action
What issues is the local community most 
interested in this election period? This was the 
question asked by a local social-action group, 
ACTIONN, when it sponsored 30 focus 
groups of local voters this past summer and 
spent September organizing the results. “We 
are giving local candidates a gift,” explained 
Daphne DeLeon, a member of ACTIONN. 
“We pulled together the information and 
will be presenting it to candidates who are 
interested in talking with us about what we 
found,” she said. An audience of about 200 
gathered at Little Flower Catholic Church in 
Reno for the presentation of the Community 
Platform Thursday, Oct. 3. The platform has 
four areas of focus: housing, immigration, 
education and health care. The housing 
concerns are to significantly increase the 
creation and preservation of affordable hous-
ing for low- and middle-income communities; 
to protect renters from evictions due to rising 
rents; and to ensure equitable and sustainable 
development for low-income communities 
of color. Immigration issues are to increase 
legal resources and information available 
to the immigrant community; and to ensure 
that all immigrants, regardless of status, 
are safe and protected in our community. 
Education concerns are to attract and retain 
quality teachers, to decrease class sizes, and 
to address economic and racial disparities in 
our schools. Health care issues are to increase 
access and affordability of mental health 
services, to increase access and affordability 
to substance abuse treatment, and to support 
local solutions to increase overall access 
and affordability of healthcare. “We will be 
watching local office holders, being sure to 
follow through thanking those who advance 
the community concerns we have identified 
and calling out those who work against 
them,” ACTIONN member Kelby Peeler 
explained to the audience. “It is sort of a 
thank and spank approach,” he added.

Ruth Stacy
Reno

Explainer
Re “Dreamer” (Letters to the editor, Oct. 03):

Dreamer looks both ways and whispers, 
“Is socialism in the room with us now?” The 
dictionary definition of socialism is very 
unlike your fear. I don’t see our government 
taking over business and industry over private 
ownership. Activist channel Fox News uses 
the “red meat” word “socialism” about every 
10 minutes, but though they try to convince its 
viewers that socialism is a threat, alas it is not. 
If you’re so convinced that socialism is going 
to ruin our democracy, then you should opt 
out of your own social security. … You don’t 
want folks to think you’re a socialist/commu-
nist, right? Our fire departments, police 
departments, FBI, CIA … these are all funded 
by the collective citizens or, in other words, a 
social framework. Our roads and bridges and 
infrastructure are paid for by the collective 
citizens, or a social framework. Socialism is 
only an economic theory of social organiza-
tion that believes that the means of making, 
moving and trading wealth should be owned 
or controlled by the community as a whole. I 
don’t see this in the United States. The term 
“American Dream” was apparently invented 
in 1931 by historian James Truslow Adams; 
he was referring to “That dream of a land in 
which life should be better and richer and 
fuller for every man, with opportunity for 
each according to his ability or achievement.” 

Kelley Shewmaker
Reno

Horse whispers
Re “From the horse’s mouth” (News,  
Oct. 03):

Thank you for elucidating the so-called 
“Path Forward” that is being presented 
before Congress. As a lifetime observer and 
supporter of the naturally living horses and 
burros, I see this plan as a spiritless compro-
mise that abandons the true rights of the 
wild horses and wild burros upon their legal 
habitats on BLM and U.S. Forest Service 
lands. There has already been far too much 
compromise—the many millions of acres 

that have been zeroed out and the atrocious, 
so-called Appropriate Management Levels 
that have been assigned to the herds, 177 left 
on BLM lands and only a relative handful on 
USFS lands. Livestock receives 85 percent of 
the forage allocation within the reduced Herd 
Management Areas, which is against the Wild 
Free Roaming Horses and Burros Act, which 
names the wild horses and burros as recipi-
ents of the principal resources. The “Path 
Forward” is a path backward to the days 
when people did whatever they wanted to and 
with the free-roaming horses and burros, and 
it aims to have only a paltry number of semi-
domesticated horses and burros left as mere 
tokens that will have the “wild” taken out 
of them, at least in their realized lives. And 
this would be a terrible shame and disgrace 
to America! (See my book, The Wild Horse 
Conspiracy, for further details.)

Craig Downer
Minden
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