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Music up
close

Sofar Reno

True listening rooms are hard to come
by in any town, let alone the bar-centric
Reno music scene. A new series of shows
with roots across the pond is aiming to
change that, and with a twist that brings
some fun mystery to the party.

Sofar Reno began on Aug. 30 and has
already cultivated a loyal following of
music fans willing to go along with its
concept. You go to sofarsounds.com/reno
and see what shows are coming up. Then
you apply to get tickets to the show—all
without knowing who the artists are or
even the location, which is announced to
your email 36 hours before it happens.

That sounds pretty elaborate, but
Chelsea Rangel, the curator of Sofar
Reno, believes it’s part of Sofar’s appeal.

“What people find interesting about
it, not only here in Reno but all over the
world, is that they want an experience,”
Rangel said. “They like the fact that it’s
invite-only. I love that people trust us
with that, with curating shows. Even if
you don’t like all the artists, almost every
guest finds at least one artist that they
like and start following and supporting.”

Sofar is actually a loose acronym for
“songs from a room.” Rangel said the
concept for Sofar started in London 10
years ago, when two music fans were at
a bar and couldn’t hear the artist play-
ing, so they decided to host their own
show with eight of their friends in their
living room.

It’s grown considerably from there,
with 444 cities worldwide hosting
events, and close to half of those cities
signed on to the Sofar site within the last
two years.

_ An audience at a home in Reno enjoy a recent show
g through Sofar Reno, which hosts small venues and

house concerts featuring local and traveling bands.
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Rangel also still runs Sofar in San Jose,
California, which she started three years
ago. She moved to Reno about a year ago.

“I knew that when I moved here that
I wanted to start it in Reno,” Rangel said.
“It’s such a prime city for it.”

The first show, hosted in a backyard in
Northwest Reno, featured two local acts—
SoSol and Lumbercat—as well as Chief, a
Santa Cruz, California, singer-songwriter
who is a veteran of Sofar shows in the Bay
Area. Rangel said that it was hard to find
Reno artists to play that first show, but she’s
now receiving about seven requests to play
a week from the Sofar Reno site.

“I’m not looking for an artist with a
big following on a website,” Rangel said.
“I want to know, ‘Can you play in a living
room or to a crowd of people and hold
them in the palm of your hands?’ I'm really
looking for raw talent. A lot of people get
all flashy with what they present or they
have Spotify links, but I always ask for
links to them playing live, even if they can
just send me something from their phone.”

Because it’s a literal worldwide
network, it’s possible for a Sofar artist in
one town to book a whole tour just of Sofar
shows. “That’s one of the main goals, to
help the artist use it as a tool for that,”
Rangel said.

Sofar shows feature a different venue
every time, although there may be repeaters
in a city over the course of a year. For
instance, We Olive & Wine Bar in Reno
hosted the September show and was inter-
ested in doing another Sofar show down the
road, Rangel said.

Rangel said she’s been happy with
the Reno artists she’s booked. “Everyone
has exceed my expectations,” she said. “I
truly want to go with that gut, or ear, or
whatever you want to call it.” O

The next Sofar Reno show is Nov. 23 at a secret location.
If you want to attend a show, host a show or play for
Sofar Reno, you can get more information at
sofarsounds.com/reno.

“THE #1 COMEDY/.CLUB!IN;,THE COUNTRY”
-'USATODAY,

NOV 12-17
2ZANYY

_ THE TONIGHT SHOW & THE BOB AND TOM SHOW
~ with JACK ASSADOURIAN JR & DAVE MENCARELLI "\!:.v d

NOV 19- 24

&

“THE MOVIE GUY™ (CASPER & MEATBALLS PART Il i A

COMEDY CENTRAL & HBO with OSCAR OVIES

NOV 26-DEC 1

ch @[FEI

&R

with MARC YAFFEE & COURTNEY SCHEUERMAN -
s SUN-THURS 7:30 PM  FRI & SAT 7:30 & 9:30 PM s
( Dark Mon }

500/0 OFF 2 FOR 1 1-800-MUST-SEE

SPECIAL  (1-800-687-8733)
1 free ticket with the purchase of a full price GA or VIP ticket, S1veriegacy.com
Offer NOT valid for Special Events. Management reserves all rights.

ticketmaster*., .. umcs,,,, SIYERLEGACY

RESORT * CASIND * REND

ALL INCLUSIVE:

== +17 Sightseeing
~ Tours/Events
—  <ALL Meals in AK
=Tour Managers
Throughout to
assist you

= === B 51,499 VALUE!

10 Doparture= May 8 - Aug. 14, 2020 LoWEg'rPR‘l(‘.ESINYEARS'
BEST BDGK‘NG

14-Days Fully-Customized Araska _ reibanie Byl
& Inclusive Cruise/Tour Denali National Park

=Visiting Vancouver, Victoria,
1,100 Mile Inside Passage, _ Aol LA
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Qlacier Bay
Glacier Bay, Seward, Anchorage, =9
Denali Nat'l. Park, Fairbanks
= 8 Day/7 Night Deluxe Cruise .
-{;\II ést—Class Ho_ltels 7Igay516 Eights 14-DAY PRICES PER PERSON FROM . '
=17 Sightseeing Tours/Special Events $2 799\.

= All Meals Included in Alaska %
LARGE INSIDE CABIN Victeria .

* Tour Ma nagers thfoug hout BASED ONDOUBLE OCCUPANCY Seattie
= All transfers & porterage are included A Taves, Fees & Port Ex; penses -

Airfare not included. Category MM Departing May 8, 2020

Add Only $389 per ,,..-..,.. - Addl. Night Hotel in Denali Park
ELUXE 15-D +3 Additional Full Meals

”H? F ? ”A *Full 7 to 8 Hour Tundra Wilderness Tour|
the Best Part of Alaska... '} iy So Sa8 e

*More time to explore Denali and
Includes ALL of the 14-Day features plus: many FREE Haull’gar led activites

CANADA
Skagway

I 1'<slls\gﬁ!_{\v}:ﬁ\:i:.;;: Lirne®

FER
e arly-Bird
INCENTIVES |

Value up to over
$2,030 per cabin
CALL FOR DETAILS

Over 50 Years Experience in Alaska
Alm=kka is cowr ONLY produsct!

Call Mon.-Fri. 8:30am - 5:30 p

m (Eastarn Tima)

www.DiscoverAlaska.biz

209 Madison St., Suite 401, Alexandns VA,

11.14.19 RN&ER 21





