
While the portal has opened new gateways into 
how college athletic programs will fill roster spots, 
a free agency effect has arisen in collegiate athletics. 
Athletes can now enter their name into the portal and 
have several universities clamoring for the opportu-
nity to have them join their program. 

Cutting school
Tate Martell, a quarterback who began his career at 
Ohio State and transferred to Miami due to the addition 
of Fields, was recently granted immediate eligibility. 
His waiver included, based on reports, a request to play 
immediately due to Ohio State changing their coaching 
staff midway through the past season. Reporters around 
the country have criticized the portal because it allows 
players to circumvent typical application and develop-
ment processes. Ohio State coach Ryan Day was already 
on the  staff when former coach Urban Meyer decided 
to retire, so it’s still a mystery why Martell’s waiver was 
approved. Day even played a role in Martell’s recruit-
ment, creating larger issues from those who doubted 
Field’s intentions when he came to Ohio State and took 
Martell’s position. 

When a player completes the waiver granting 
them access to play immediately, both the NCAA 
and the former university have to approve. Reporters 
have criticized the lackadaisical attitude that many 
universities take to transfer approval for their former 
athletes. Ohio State saw no issue with Martell’s 
request, just like Georgia had no complaint over 
Fields. This lack of restriction on the part of these 
universities has widened the scope of opportunity 
for these players to be swayed by the other collegiate 
programs looking to take advantage of their talent. 

They are opened to being wooed by any team looking 
to host them for the next two or three years of their 
career. The hope is that, at some point, teams will 
discourage their former players from contributing to a 
competing program. 

 “These are all issues that would still need to be 
solved, as you wouldn’t want players having a greater 
effect for another school, but at the same time the 
process is much simpler now,” Mitchell said. “It isn’t 
complicated for a great athlete to change where he 
plays while at college.” 

There’s a sense that college football is becoming 
an open market of sorts, a place where any team can 
build a competent roster through players that are 
afterthoughts on superior teams. That’s how UNR 
has found success in the basketball realm. Teams no 
longer have to go to different locations to find the 
best talent in the country, they just have to find the 
patience to wait until the next great player becomes 
disgruntled and wants to find a new home. How this 
affects recruiting in the future remains to be seen, 
since the portal did not come into effect until right 
near National Signing Day on February 7, 2018. 

Teams will need to strategize how to distribute 
scholarships to players that might not yet even be 
able to find the university on a map. College names 
alone may no longer be enough to entice student 
athletes to play there. Coaches have to find roles for 
every one of their highly regarded recruits almost 
immediately or else face the consequences of watch-
ing their teams dismantle right before their eyes. 

UNR faces these issues head on, as programs like 
Kentucky, Ohio State and Duke easily attract players 
UNR may have at the top of their list. The only way 
for UNR to stay competitive with schools like these 

is to win in the transfer game. Even now, with the 
new hiring of Coach Steve Alford to replace Eric 
Musselman, Alford faces the difficult task of keeping 
his own players at the university. 

The transfer portal has changed the game of college 
sports on every campus and with new threats emerging 
every year, teams will be forced to keep a close eye on 
what names are being put in each day. Any one player 
can completely change the dynamic of expectations at 
a school. UNR and schools everywhere have to change 
the way they recruit players, as they won’t be speaking 
just with high schoolers anymore. They’re not just sell-
ing them on enhancing their talents with the program. 
They have to demonstrate to players that joining their 
program will help the players reach the professional 
leagues. Athletes need guaranteed playing time, even if 
that means putting them ahead of juniors or seniors who 
are about to graduate. 

Teams will always need more talent, and the transfer 
portal is a new way of acquiring that talent without 
having to travel to high schools all over the country. 
Programs are gearing up for rapid changes in collegiate 
sports, and others are just trying to hold on to the talent 
they already have. Players are making decisions with 
future intentions in mind. Teams will have to continue 
to adapt and remain focused on the main goal, winning. 

The Wolf Pack has adjustments to make since 
many of the star basketball players have left. 
Alford and his staff will not want a talentless 
team next year, so his view on the transfer portal 
should stay unchanged from Coach Musselman’s. 
Programs rebuild, regroup and replenish, and 
anyone who chooses not to will be on the outside 
looking in next season. Ω
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