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“Like it or not, as big as we’re getting, we’re 
still a country-music kind of town,” said Christy. 
“You would think we’d have more country bars for 
dancing, but just the opposite is true. We have little 
pockets, here and there. As it stands right now, we 
don’t have that huge nightclub for country dancers 
right now, and we haven’t for quite some time. 
You’ve got to super-serve your clients, so you’ve 
got to know where their tastes lie.”

The Petersons move toward their target, complet-
ing construction on the Canteen so they can open 
before the year is out. For this country couple, 
failure is not an option. They’re determined to have 
staying power. 

“I do believe that sometimes [venues fail], 
because they didn’t stick to their roots, and started 
catering to pop,” Cindy said. “I believe if we stick 
to what we do—and not worry about pleasing every-
one, but pleasing our country crowd—we’ll be just 
fine. When we open, they’ll be here. We’ve already 
got an outpouring from the community.”

The original Pure Country club had—liter-
ally—swingin’ doors, something the creative 
Petersons can deftly craft for the new Pure Country 
Canteen. On the first night, when their doors open, 
and real country music wafts into the parking lot, 
and the dressed-up, die-hard cowpoke folk stream 
in, and those first beers are poured, perhaps it’s that 
hickory-wood dance floor scent that will most define 
northern Nevada’s newest country music venue as 
an authentic honky-tonk.  □




