the process itself that should be overhauled
and not the requirement to have one,” he
explained.”After all, there are a LOT of items
that require an SUP.”

Councilmember Devon Reese chimed in.
He had voted in favor of the ordinance change.
He said the shading ordinance needed to be
changed because it was discriminatory and
a form of NIMBY-ism. More dense
housing, he said, translates into
more economically diverse
housing options.

“Knowlton
Development wants to
do mixed-use housing,
including low-income
and affordable units
near the river as well,”
he explained. “A park
adjacent to the parcel
would have been impacted
by the shading ordinance.

“Shade ordinances, such as
this one, are largely a form of housing
discrimination cloaked in a more palatable
form (no density here because dense housing
invites poorer folks to live in an area),” Reese
added. “There were probably legitimate
reasons for this at one point in time ... but the
net result has been ... parcels downtown that
have not been built in some time for a variety
of factors, with the shading ordinance being
one of them.”

The shade ordinance, Reese said, was
inhibiting development broadly. Moreover, the

More housing

“Shade
ordinances ...
are largely a form of
housing discrimination
cloaked in a more
palatable form.”

Devon Reese
Reno City Councilmember

luxury hotel project has to undergo many more
steps before it is constructed.

“When a project attempts to be built in that
specific site, it will have layers upon layers of
design review,” he said.

Mayor Hillary Schieve supports the high-
rise but called the shading ordinance change a
difficult decision.

“A lot of what we’ve talked about
is that infill downtown and how do
we make that happen,” she said,
citing the need for “all types

of housing.”
Councilmember
Brekhus opposed the
ordinance change.
“That always raises
flags in terms of priorities,”
she said. “If this is not about
one project, it sounds more
and more that it is. The conver-
sation started with this project’s
representative about this ordinance
change when we have a whole bunch more
lined up to do.”

Reese disagreed. He said the mayor and
council have been clear with the community:

“The council has previously made a priority
of in-fill development,” he said. “Build up,
more dense, and not out.” O

This story was published in collaboration with the news
website ThisIsReno.com.

The site where the funky arts motel Wildflower Village once stood on Fourth Street is now under construction. The
project, which is being built by $3 Development Company, will include 164 luxury apartments.
PHOTO/JERI DAVIS

PEPPERMILL

NIBHTCLUB

Cute As Hell blasts through sets of music from all genres and all eras. This creative and

nia Street « 520 « Doors 10pm Thurs-Sat » 21+ « Stylish Nightclub Attire

Peppermill Reno « 2707 5. Vir
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imaginative ensemble has the musical muscle to make any song worthy of the dance floor!

CUTE AS HELL

Jan. 2 « 7pm-11pm

Jan. 3-4 . 8pm-Midnight

Music that makes you want to dance

KYLE WILLIAMS

Jan. 5-8 « 6pm-10pm
Singer-songwriter performs soulful
acoustic pop

RENO

PeppermillReno.com
2707 5. Virginia Street

JOHNZO WEST & THE WAYWARD SOULS

Jan. 9 « 7pm-tipm

Jan. 10-11 » Bpm-Midnight

LA-based singer, songwriter, guitarist leads his
country-blues band

THE CONTRAPTIONISTS

Jan. 1215 : 6pm-10pm

Percussive precision, jangling instrumentation,
bold melodies

o1l1.02.20 RN&ER

EDGENIGHTCLUBRENO.COM FACEBOOK.COM/EDGERENO INSTAGRAM @EDGENIGHTCLUB2.0

FACEBOOK.COM/PEPPERMILLRENO
INSTAGRAM @PEPPERMILLRENO






