15 MINUTES

Democrat

Rich Dunn is a member of the Demo-
cratic Men’s Committee of Carson
City, which hosts weekly luncheons
featuring a variety of speakers.

So it’s the Democratic Men’s Glub
of Carson City that puts these on?
Well, we now use the term “commit-
tee.” ... And we changed our name to
committee because the secretary of
state’s office said we’d have reporting
requirements if we weren’t a subset of
the central committee.

How long have you been having
these luncheons?

Well, 'm glad you asked that question. ...
The first one was March the 5th of last
year—2018. And the intention originally
was to have them once a month with
reservations and ask for a contribution
of 10 dollars. So, there was a price of
admission to get in of 10 dollars, and
then you had to buy your own food, so it
really added up. And then the restaurant
we were meeting at, they had a better
offer and they kind of escorted us out
the door. So, | had to look for a better
place, and that turned out to be—to my
surprise—Round Table Pizza, which, to
my amazement has a banquet room. ...
It works just great. They have a nice,
big TV we can put our PowerPoints
onto, and we bring in our own little
sound system, and there’s sliding
doors that isolate us from the rest of
the building. It’s worked out well, and
they’re very helpful.

NOTES FROM THE INEON BABYLON

Good sports

Yes, of course, we are culturally
out of our minds for sports in this,
the Age of Athletic Fetishism. Yes,
of course, the incessant idolization,
worshipification and pedestaliza-
tion of sports figures and teams
resides on the limits of sanity. Yes,
of course, if we took one-tenth of
the energy that we expend on the
adoration of teams and athletes
and used it for the Betterment
of All Mankind and Our Wondrous
Planet, we’d be living in a gleaming
utopia free of all hatred, disease
and bedbugs—with Jetson-like air
cars for all. Yes, yes, yes and yes.
0K, so with that said ... how
about that freakin’ game last
Sunday night between the 49ers
and Seahawks? | mean—whoa.
You show me a crazy, fevered
contest that gets decided on the
last bloody play of the game by
one bloody inch, and I'll show you
some rather gripping television.

BY JERI DAVIS

Tell me a bit about the purpose of
the luncheons.

All we were talking about initially was,
“How do we support the central commit-
tee, except to ask everybody to give a
monthly donation?” And | raised my hand
and said, “Well, why don’t we just have
luncheons where we ask for donations?”
Even though you can’t charge people

to enter or something like that, at least
it gives them the feeling that they’ve
gotten something for their money. It’s
not just, “We need money. Give me your
money.” It’s a chance to sit down and
socialize. We have, like, a half an hour
before the speaker gets up for people
to get their pizza and their salad and
interact. And, so, we get to know each
other—and that’s very positive. And we
learn a heck of a lot doing this. But the
original and primary purpose is that |

sit by the door and look very sad until
they make an offer. But | emphasize that
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it’s not a price of admission. It’s not a
mandatory donation. | don’t care who
you are, if you walk right by me and sit
down, I'm still very happy. | don’t keep
track of the people who don’t donate.

| only keep track of the amount that
people do donate, so you're not going to
be shaming yourself if you don’t donate.
... Everybody is invited, and sometimes
we get trouble-makers but not very
often. And they don’t make much
trouble—because we have answers.
They’re asking what they think are
stumpers, and we tend to know what
we’re talking about. ...

How do you pick the speakers?
You know, the main way | do that is |
read the newspapers. | read the Reno
Gazette Journal. | read the Lahontan
Valley News. ... | read the Appeal, and |
read USA Today. ...

What topics have you guys
discussed?

Well, last Monday we had CW Bayer,
who’s a local musician and local historian.
And he’s written an incredible book

that | really recommend called Reno’s
Jazz Hysteria. ... The week before

that was representatives of the Bernie
Sanders campaign. Because we've got

the caucuses coming up, 'm giving first
priority to the campaigns. So coming up
on the 20th, that Martin Luther King Day,
I've got Cory Booker’s campaign—not the
candidate, you know, this is their people
putting their best foot forward. And | make
a point of saying, “These are not rallies.
Don’t come here to cheer. Come here
with your tough questions.” |

| BY BRUGE VAN DYKE

And when you consider that for the
Niners, this was their fifth game in
a row that was decided on the last
freaking play of the game, well, |
have to wonder how many heart
attacks the team has provoked
since Thanksgiving. (And, yes, Niner
fans, you got away with some
serious pass interference on the
next-to-last play of the game. You
know you did!)

So if the Saints beat the Vikings
this Sunday in New Orleans (which
they will. Trust me. I’'m a Viking
fan, and I’'m not feelin’ real good
about this one) and if the Seahawks
beat the Eagles in the Battle of the
Raptors (which they will, since the
Eagles basically stink), well, then
that means that the Niners will,
for their first playoff game ... host
the freaking Seahawks! If you’re
a Niner fan with a pacemaker,
beware! Your poor ticker could be
in for another rough ride!

[}
Since | have a sports jag going, |
might as well throw this into the
mix—because somebody's gotta
say it—but, honestly, who the bleep
gives a bleep about the bleeping
Dallas Bleepboys? Seriously. The
Bleepboys have had a stone cold
chokehold on 8-8 seasons for the
last 25 bleepin' years. Bleep 'em!
[ )

Speaking of gripping television,
have you watched The Irishman
on Netflix yet? You talk about
an instant classic. DeNiro, Pesci
and Pacino are all in prime form,
chewing up scenes like they were
sticks of Juicy Fruit. And don’t let
the 220-minute length spook ya.
| carved the movie into a 4-night
mini-series, 55 minutes a night, and
that concept worked quite nicely.
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SMOKE

WARNING:

QUITTING SMOKING NOW

GREATLY REDUCES SERIOUS RISK
TO YOUR HEALTH.

Marlboro Red $6.44 pack
Camel Box/99s  $6.36 pack
Winston $5.91 pack
American Spirit  $7.40 pack
Nat Sherman $8.77 pack

Eagle 20 $4.01 pack
Silver Cloud $4.04 pack
King Mountain  $4.38 pack

$5.24 can
$5.14 can

Grizzly Wintergreen $3.86 can
$5.28 can

$4.11 can

$19.95 device
$19.95 device
$33.49 device

CBD Vapor Liquids / Tinctures / Assorted Products

$3.91 pack

Reno: 90 Auto Center Dr.  852-4010
Behind Mercedes Benz of Reno

Reno: 2001 E. 2nd St. 329-0275

Reno: 901 Golden Ln. 329-6299

Sparks: 1962 Pyramid Way 353-2140
Verdi: 1-80, Exit 2

Spanish NEW LOCATION!
Springs: 7655 Pyramid Way 424-4165

We strictly enforce no sales to minors.

Ask about our Low-Price Guarantee.
Prices subject to manufacturer change without notice.

$63.44 carton
$62.59 carton
$58.14 carton
$73.04 carton
$43.45 carton

$38.10 carton

$39.10 carton
$39.39 carton
$42.83 carton

$24.62 roll
$24.12 roll
$17.74 roll
$24.59 roll

$18.09 roll

$9.99 refill cartridge
$8.99 refill cartridge
$13.99 4 pk pods

345-2620
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