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Lift off

Gondola project

On Feb. 5, Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows
announced that a lawsuit from the
Granite Chief Protection League against
the resort was dropped, which allowed
approval for the planned Squaw Alpine
base-to-base gondola.

The League had concerns over the
environmental analysis of the gondola, and
the lawsuit was filed under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
According to a press release, Squaw
Alpine agreed to conserve 27 acres of the
resort’s private property, which includes
wetlands as well as provides funding for
the study and “potential” restoration of the
endangered Sierra Nevada Yellow-Legged
Frog. Funding will also be provided for
the conservation of land within the Granite
Chief Wilderness Area. How much funding
Squaw Alpine will contribute is unclear.
More specifically, the resort agreed to oper-
ate the gondola only during the winter and
stop operations no later than April 30.

“Squaw Alpine has made significant
and greatly appreciated commitments to
minimize wilderness impacts and invest in
important endangered species conservation
efforts,” Daniel Heagerty, director of the
League said in the press release. “We
are very pleased with the Agreement we
reached with Squaw Alpine.”

The lawsuit was originally filed in
September of 2019, and the agreement
was reached in November. The path of the
gondola has since changed from when it
was originally proposed and will stretch
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A planned gondola will stretch for more than
two miles between the Squaw Valley and Alpine
Meadows ski resorts.
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over two miles between the two
resorts, connecting 6,000 acres
of skiable terrain in a roughly

16 minute ride. The goal of the
gondola is to reduce car and shut-
tle traffic between the two resorts
and enhance guest experience.

“We are very happy to have
worked collaboratively with the
League to address their concerns
so that resources could be directed
to environmentally beneficial
purposes, rather than funding an
extended lawsuit,” Ron Cohen, president
and chief operating officer of Squaw
Alpine, said in the release.

The nonprofit Sierra Watch, well known
for the movement to “Keep Squaw True”
also had many concerns over the gondola,
and its members are mostly happy about the
outcome. However, they still worry about
the gondola inducing Alterra Mountain
Company and KSL Capital Partners’ larger
vision for Squaw Alpine and the North
Lake Tahoe-Truckee region, which could
be described as “maximum development,”
according to Chase Schweitzer, field
manager at Sierra Watch.

Proposed plans from Alterra and KSL
also include helping Troy Caldwell with
the development of White Wolf in between
Squaw and Alpine, more development at
the base of Squaw Valley, an indoor water
park and village expansions, which Sierra
Watch is currently challenging in court.

“The issues of parking, evacuation
routes in case of a fire, issues with traffic,
water scarcity, water supply and issues
with housing, all create a larger problem
for the North Lake Tahoe Truckee region,”
Schweitzer said.

Many locals are not happy about the
approval of the gondola, a Facebook poll
specific to the “Tahoe Truckee People”
group showed that over 80 people were
against the project, while just over 20
approved. “People are completely justi-
fied to feel that the way that traffic and
parking is going to affect Alpine because
of the gondola would create issues,”
Schweitzer said.

If locals want to take action against
these projects, a petition can be signed
through SierraWatch.org to “urge the Placer
County Board of Supervisors to Keep
Squaw True.” [
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