$60
EMISSIONS

v

wi/repairs at time of service.
(reg *120) most cars.
For renewal reg. only.
Call for details. Same day. Call for details.
Fast In/Out

OLAGNUSTIC SPECIALISTS -

[
1
[
: (reg *49.75) most cars.
1
1
1
1

1 "
1 (h}
1 "

n
' Call for details. "
1 n

"
1 1
1 "

916 554-6471 2000 I6th St Sacramento Use your et o,
@ ti r % ScanOrLogOn
sacsmog.com SIAR Gortifled fOSFP?C?a[I‘: g00.81/SQAFUL

$19.98 OIL CHANGE DEAL

BRAKE SPECIAL

CHECK ENGINE LIGHT SCAN*

1700 Fulton at Arden Way
" 481-1192 o Mon-Sat 8-6 ¢ Sun 9-4

LUBE N’ TUNE & BRAKES

EDITOR'S NOTE

VOICES

Roller rink revival

BY FOON RHEE/ foonr@newsreview.com

Pastor Les Simmons wants
a safe space with some swag.

costs of the new Simmons
Community Center, which
will boast a basketball court,
a skating rink around it and a
video game room.

Simmons sees it as a “safe
space” for young people
and a community gathering
place—as it was when he used
to roller skate there in seventh
grade—but with some “swag”
for the new generation. He
hopes to open the center at
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California Skate University opened in January
1976, when roller skating was all the

rage. Located at Mack Road and Stockton
Boulevard in South Sacramento, it was adver-
tised as the area’s “new ultra modern skate
center,” offering special sessions for “Adults,
Families, Tiny Tots and Housewives.”

Its heyday was decades ago, but now the
roller rink is about to be restored to some of
its past splendor—for a new generation and a
new purpose.

Nearby South Sacramento
Christian Center bought it in
October 2015 and fixed it up
enough to put on programs
on child health and parent-
ing, plus youth basketball
and family skate nights.

Les Simmons, the
church’s senior pastor and
a prominent community
leader, had much bigger
ambitions, however.

The center closed last October
for a more extensive renovation that
will end up costing about $1 million and is
scheduled to be complete in May. A big fund-
ing piece came in place on February 5, when
the City Council allocated $350,000 at Mayor
Darrell Steinberg’s request.

From the private side, the Sacramento
Kings donated a basketball floor that was
used last season. SMUD is making the center
energy efficient with LED lighting. Sierra
Health Foundation, the South Sacramento
HEAL zone and Jesus Culture Sacramento are
also major supporters, Simmons says.

He is still seeking donations to help cover
the estimated $200,000 a year in operating

least six days a week, draw
150 to 200 youths a day and
offer a wide range of health
and social programs.

It could also boost the community’s
economy. Simmons plans to hire at least a
dozen youths and young adults as skate atten-
dants, basketball referees and snack bar and
custodial staff.

While it’s only the latest project for
Simmons, he told me that of all his accom-
plishments, “this is number one.”

And he’s done a lot.
Simmons has been on the front
lines for decades of keep-

33H4 NOO4 Ad 010Hd l

Les ing young people out of
Simmons sees
renovated roller rink
as a “safe space” for
young people and a
community gathering
place—with some
swag.

trouble. He was a leader in
Sacramento’s version of the
Ceasefire program—which
gave gang leaders a second
chance with job training
and other help—and was
active in its successor,
Cops and Clergy.

He has also been deeply
involved in the debate over
police shootings. In 2015, he

was handpicked by then-Mayor
Kevin Johnson as the first chairman of the
Sacramento Community Police Commission.
In October 2016, Simmons resigned in protest
after officers killed Joseph Mann because the
commission didn’t have the power to investi-
gate such cases.

There’s no one solution to gun violence
and youth gangs. More job opportunities and
safe places will help. That this center is a true
public-private partnership led by someone
deeply rooted in his community makes it even
better. O





