
After months of negotiations to craft a bill 
meant to reduce police shootings in California, 
legislative leaders have landed on a version that 
appears likely to pass, with law enforcement 
groups removing their opposition, civil liberties 
advocates declaring victory and Gov. Gavin 
Newsom lauding a policy that “will help restore 
community trust in our criminal justice system.”

Assembly Bill 392 would give California a 
new and tougher legal standard to justify the use 
of deadly force by police. It was inspired by the 
death last year of Stephon Clark, an unarmed 
man Sacramento police killed after mistaking 
the cell phone he was holding for a gun.

With outrage over police shootings 
spreading amid the rise of the Black Lives 
Matter movement, Clark’s case attracted 
national attention and contributed to a 
groundswell of political momentum in the state 
Capitol. Though the Legislature’s first attempt 
to pass a new use of force standard stalled last 
year, lawmakers vowed to keep working at it 
and appear to have made good on the promise.

The new version of the bill unveiled May 
23 says police may only use deadly force 
when “necessary in defense of human life”—a 
stricter standard than prosecutors apply now, 
which says police can shoot when doing so is 
“reasonable.” Supporters say the policy will 
save lives by putting new limits on police.

“Assuming this bill passes, then California 
will have one of the strongest use of force laws 
in the nation,” said Lizzie Buchen, a lobbyist 
for the American Civil Liberties Union, a key 
backer of the bill. “It retains the core elements 
that we’ve always had, which is that officers 
can only use deadly force when it is necessary 
and that ‘necessary’ includes the actions of the 
officers leading up to the force.”

But the new version of the bill doesn’t go as 
far as originally proposed, removing some key 
provisions that were particularly loathed by law 
enforcement. It removes a section that would 
have held officers criminally liable in cases 
of criminal negligence resulting in someone’s 
death.

It also deletes a definition that says a 
“necessary” use of force is when there is “no 
reasonable alternative.” Police objected to that 
wording, arguing it would encourage prosecutors 
to second-guess their actions in hindsight.

“It’s clearly a compromise,” said Seth 
Stoughton, a professor at the South Carolina 
School of Law, who has studied use of force 
standards around the country and supported the 
initial version of the bill. He added that even 
with the compromise language, the strictness of 
California’s standards would be in the nation’s 
“top tier.”

The bill’s author, Assemblywoman Shirley 
Weber of San Diego, had promised to work 
with police to find some common ground after 
the bill passed a committee with tepid support 
from some fellow Democrats. The original 
version of her bill appeared unlikely to pass the 
full Assembly as long as police groups remain 
opposed.

With their agreement to go neutral on the 
new version, passage appeared nearly certain 
on the Assembly floor this week. It must 
then go through the Senate before reaching 
Newsom’s desk.

“AB 392 now reflects the shared 
experiences, perspectives and expertise from 
everyone at the table, from families and 
communities to the officers who have sworn 
to serve and protect them,” Ron Lawrence, 
president of the California Police Chiefs 
Association, said in a statement.

Law enforcement groups have proposed 
their own bill intended to reduce police 
shootings with more training and tougher 
police department policies. Senate Bill 230 has 
become a companion measure to Weber’s bill 
and would train officers on the new standard 
and alternatives to drawing their guns.

The two bills together “create a legislative 
package that will do more than any other state 
legislation to achieve better outcomes and 
minimize the use of force in our communities, 
said a statement from Brian Marvel, president 
of the Peace Officers Research Association of 
California, a federation of police unions. Ω

Let’s make a deal
Civil liberties and law enforcement groups 
agree on bill to reduce police shootings
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3 hermanas
mexican restaurant

3260 J St. Sacramento   •   916-382-9079 
Closed Saturdays for private parties

China
BuffetSACRAMENTO

1402 Broadway
916.930.0888

chinabuffetrestaurant.com
Sun-Thurs 11am -9:30pm • Fri & Sat 11am-10:00pm
PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE • NOW SERVING BEER & WINE

original coupon only •  no copies 
1 coupon per table. Not for parties of 10 or more. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer.   expires 06/13/19.

60% 0FF 
Buy 1 adult Buffet and 2 drinks  

get 2nd adult Buffet 60% off

1700 Fulton at Arden Way 
481-1192  •  Mon-Sat 8-6  •  Sun 9-4

$19.98 OIL CHANGE DEAL
Brake Special

$30 off

FREE
CHECk ENGINE LIGHt sCAN*

Ask fOr  
DEtAILs

*Most vehicles

Call for details. Good at 
fulton location only.

Offers expire 06.05.19

Fresh & Tasty Peruvian
Ceviche Clasico
Jimmy’s Ceviche is the national dish of 
Peru, seafood or fish (raw swai fillet diced, 
marinated and “cooked” in fresh lime juice), 
topped with red onions and cilantro, served 
with sweet potatoes and 
Peruvian cancha corn. 
Rocoto spicy salsa on 
the side (GLUTEN FREE).

with sweet potatoes and

the side (GLUTEN FREE).

Cuisine & Catering

3032 auburn Blvd 
FB @JimmysPeruvianrestaurant

 $5 OFF*
with ad

*Minimum $20 order, 
cannot be combined 
with any other offer.




