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Help doctors save lives across the world.
Work for Grassroots Campaigns
on behalf of Doctors Without Borders!

EARN $480-$660 PER WEEK!
FULL-TIME/ LEADERSHIP/ CAREER

CALL AVERY AT 916.446.1100

We are a small college and career themed high
school preparing students for life! Students will
graduate ready for a four year college and
an entry level career in the health field.

@

UCA-G Internshlps State of the College
COLLEGE for 11™ art hospital : classes
preparatory and12™ ¢ simulation : ON CAMPUS
curriculum GRADE lab :

97% 86%

SAFE AND
CARING graduation college Educators
environment rate 2018 acceptance of the Year
rate 2018 on staff

Marla Clayton Johnson | Principal | marla-johnson@scusd.edu
Arthur A Benjamin Health Professions High School (HPHS)

(916) 395-5010 ext 501011 | hphsjaguars.com n
College, Career, Civic and Life Ready Students

SN&ER 06.13.12

EDITORS NOTE
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Outside money? Not really

BY FOON RHEE/ foonr@newsreview.com

Youths from the East Bay
Asian Youth Center pose at
Sacramento City Hall in 2017.

The Sacramento
County Registrar of Voters
is checking the 51,394
signatures submitted to see
if there are enough valid
ones—at least 35,760 are
needed—to qualify the
measure for the ballot. A
decision is expected in
mid-July.

While the coalition is
confident the measure will
make the ballot, Kakishiba
said it’s unlikely the center
will fund the campaign.
“We’re beyond tapped
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A long list of Sacramento groups are pushing a
March 2020 ballot measure to lock in more
funding for children and youth services.

So why is an Oakland youth center
bankrolling the effort?

Don’t be alarmed: This isn’t a case of nefari-
ous outsiders or campaign finance collusion.

It turns out that the East Bay Asian Youth
Center started operating in Sacramento in 2014.
From an office on Franklin Boulevard, three
full-time staffers and three part-timers work each
year with 40 to 50 youth, mostly from Southeast
Asian families in South Sacramento, who are
on probation or having difficulties at home
or school, said David Kakishiba, the center’s
executive director. The center also runs a youth
leadership program at Grant, Hiram Johnson and
Luther Burbank high schools.

And it isn’t shy about getting involved in
local politics.

Of the $232,225 raised by the Sacramento
Kids First campaign as of March 31, nearly
$172,000 came from the East Bay center, accord-
ing to campaign finance reports filed with City
Hall.

Jim Keddy of Youth Forward, a leader of the
Sacramento Kids First coalition and a longtime
youth advocate, conceded that it could be “off-
putting to people if they see someone they think
is an outside organization.” But the center has
“real roots” in Sacramento, he said.

Kakishiba said his center is one of the biggest
coalition members so had the upfront cash to
finance the signature gathering effort.

ut,” he said.

So local groups will
have to raise money, mobilize volunteers—and
win support from city elected and business
leaders.

The measure would amend the city charter to
establish a Sacramento Children’s Fund. Starting
in July 2021, the fund would receive 2.5% of
unrestricted revenues, or about $12 million a
year. That money would be in addition to exist-
ing money for children and youth programs in
the city’s budget. Unless renewed by voters, the
measure would end in 2034.

Keddy said a stable funding source is essen-
tial because elected officials tend to only pay
“lip service” to children’s programs that prevent
problems, especially compared to police and fire.

Oakland voters passed a similar measure
in 1996, after a campaign led by the East Bay
center. It is raising more than $14 million a year;
in 2018-19, the center received about $1.2 million
for summer and after-school programs serving
2,000 children, Kakishiba said.

If the Sacramento measure passes, the center
is likely to be in line for some money. The center
also supported Measure Y, the June 2016 ballot
measure that would have steered $5 million
a year in taxes on cannabis cultivation and
manufacturing toward youth services. But it fell
just short of the two-thirds super-majority needed
to pass.

This measure would only need 50% plus one
to pass. If it does, Sacramento youth advocates
will have an Oakland-based group to thank.

“We’re very hopeful,” Kakishiba said, “and
we’re on the right side of history.” L





