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Best dance spot
1. Faces
2000 K St.; (916) 448-7798; faces.net

2. Badlands
2003 K St.; (916) 448-8790; badlandssac.com

3. The Press Club
2030 P St.; (916) 444-7914; facebook.com/
thepressclub

Best established arts venue that 
should stay open forever
1. Crest Theatre
1013 K St.; (916) 476-3356;  
crestsacramento.com

2. Old Ironsides
1901 10th St.; (916) 443-9751;  
theoldironsides.com

3. Luna’s Cafe & Juice Bar
1414 16th St.; (916) 441-3931; lunascafe.com

Best independent gallery
1. Sol Collective
2574 21st St.; (916) 585-3136;  
solcollective.org

2. Beatnik Studios
723 S St.; (916) 400-4281;  
beatnikstudios.com

3. Verge Center For The Arts
625 S St.; (916) 448-2985; vergeart.com

Best independent music venue
1. Old Ironsides
1901 10th St.; (916) 443-9751;  
theoldironsides.com

2. Blue Lamp
1400 Alhambra Blvd.; (916) 455-3400; 
bluelampsacramento.com

3. Torch Club
904 15th St.; (916) 443-2797; torchclub.net

Best karaoke
1. Pine Cove Tavern
502 29th St.; (916) 446-3624;  
pinecovetavern.com

2. Oishii Sushi and Heartbeat 
KTV Lounge
1000 K St.; (916) 557-8088;  
oishiisushikaraoke.com

3. Old Ironsides
1901 10th St.; (916) 443-9751;  
theoldironsides.com

Best LGBTQ club
1. Faces
2000 K St.; (916) 448-7798; faces.net

2. Badlands
2003 K St.; (916) 448-8790; badlandssac.com

3. Mercantile Saloon
1928 L St.; (916) 447-0792; facebook.com/
themercantilesaloon

Crest Theatre
The area of K Street between 10th and 12th 
streets has undergone plenty of change 
over the past century. It closed to vehicular 
traffic for more than 40 years, until 2012. 
Live music spots such as Club Can’t Tell 
and Metropolis Club are long gone. But 
one venue remains mighty through the 
decades. It opened in 1912 as the Empress 
Theatre, then became the Hippodrome 
and was christened as the Crest Theatre in 
1949. It has endured as a favorite spot for 
film festivals and a beloved performing 
arts venue. From the modern mastery of 
Tony Williams to pivotal performances 

from a young Nirvana, the 975-seat theater 
and its range of music is nothing short of 
historic around here. Heck, Kurt Cobain’s 
paint-splattered footprints are still on 
a wall in the basement. While venues 
come and go, the Crest is taking on a 
new chapter. With music promoter Scott 
Brill-Lehn of SBL Entertainment coming 
on as manager in November, you can 
bet its concert calendar will remain full 
while also drawing folks for movies and 
popcorn. And that’s the way it should stay.
1013 K St.; (916) 476-3356; crestsacramento.
com. Chris Macias
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