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In her own home, Shavonda 
Gardner is not afraid to paint it black.

Rich, deep, true black (not dark gray) 
covers walls, doors, even a bedroom ceil-
ing in her Arden Arcade bungalow. Black 
creates instant drama and impact, making 
other details pop.

“Give me all the black!” said the 
Sacramento interior designer. “I’m the 
queen of dark and moody. My favorite color 
is purple, but I can’t get enough black.”

Gardner liberally uses black in her 
design work. 

“The biggest challenge is people’s 
misconception about what black does to 
a space,” she said. “They think it’s going 
to look like a dungeon or cave or be 

depressing or make the room look small. 
But that’s not the case at all. By going 
darker, you make the space feel very lux, 
cozy and warm. It’s a completely different 
experience. It feels rich.”

Gardner is best known for her blog, SG 
Style (www.sgstyleblog.com). As a social 
media influencer, she’s among the winners 
in SN&R’s Best of Sacramento issue.

The biggest influence on her design 
style? “For sure, travel,” she said. “I’m 
really inspired by the way other people live. 
I’m super inspired by British design; they 
just kill it. Their style is so bold, unabashed. 
They have the confidence to design for 
themselves, not what’s trendy or ‘in.’ I also 
like Turkey and Morocco.”

This month, she’s also featured in the 
2019 Real Simple Home design house 
in Brooklyn, N.Y.; Gardner painted the 
home office black with a stunning floral 
wallpaper ceiling.

“That’s one of my top tips: Don’t forget 
the ceiling,” she said. “It’s a fifth wall and 
an amazing opportunity to make an impact 
in any space. You can paint it with an accent 
color, use wallpaper or carry your wall color 
up. It completely changes the space.”

Her No. 1 tip: “Before you start any 
design project, design for your heart,” she 
said. “Think about what you want to feel. 
It’s your home; it’s not about what other 
people think about it. Make it yours.”
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Shavonda Gardner of SG Style used black paint to add 
drama to her own Sacramento bungalow.  
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