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Curtain call
Here’s a mystery for you: Once a month, 
there’s an author reading event where no 
authors read, but people still hear their 
stories. That’s because actors perform 
the stories instead. It’s Stories on Stage 
Sacramento, which has been a local staple 
since 2010. Sue Staats, the outgoing coordina-
tor for Stories on Stage, originally came to 
Sacramento to work in TV news—which she 
did for a while, then worked in a slew of public 
relations jobs. It wasn’t until retirement that 
she began exploring creative writing. 

Staats began her Stories on Stage 
involvement first as a reader and then a 
volunteer before she was asked by the 
event’s founder, Valerie Fioravanti, to take 
over operations. That was six years ago, and 
in the intervening years, Staats has brought 
esteemed authors and emerging writers to 
see their work read on stage. Now, Staats 
is passing the Stories on Stage torch to the 
team of Shelley Blanton-Stroud and Dorothy 
Rice. SN&R chatted with Staats about the 
greatest hits of coordinating Stories on Stage 
Sacramento, and about its future.

Did you change things along the way?
Only in the sense that I placed it more on a business 
footing because we’d sort of been operating out 
of a shoebox on a cash basis. And I, for instance, 
opened a checking account. (Laughs.) One of the 
basic tenets of Stories on Stage is that writers and 
actors should be paid for their work. … That started 
to come as a check instead of cash divided up at the 
end of the event. 

… I also started some new partnerships. We 
now have an annual event where we feature the 
writing from the four Los Rios community colleges. 
They all have literary magazines, and they all have 
very good creative writing departments.

Were you selecting pieces and authors?
Yeah, I was … I would assemble the volunteers, and 
we’d come to my house—have dinner, a glass of 
wine—and people would throw out ideas for their 

wish lists. Y’know, who would you like to have, who 
would you like to have? And that way, I got sort of an 
idea of what the group would like to see.

Is it a challenge ever for the actors?
I can’t say yes. There have been stories where 
the actors reading have elevated it, and that’s 
wonderful. The actors like it—it’s a challenge. It’s a 
really different kind of acting presentation, I’ve been 
told, because you can’t be too dramatic. You’re not 
moving around, you haven’t memorized anything, 
you’re just reading it out loud and trying to bring life 
to characters on the stage.

How long have you been a writer?
I want to say 15 years, more or less. I’m sort of 
dawdling along with it. I have a short story collection 
that’s finished, and I’m sort of, in a mild way, trying 
to get it out to the world. … I would have to work 
way harder and devote way more of my time to 
it to really say that I was a hard-nosed, dedicated 
person.

In your career, did you have a creative 
outlet of choice?
Y’know, I didn’t do any creative writing at that time. 
I didn’t come to fiction until I started taking classes. 
But the most creative part was I produced a number 
of documentaries, and particularly when I was work-
ing in TV, I produced a lot of documentaries. But also 
producing a news story for television, your assign-
ment editor gives you an idea in the morning, and 
you have to come up with a complete visual piece 
that is a minute and 15 seconds long with a story arc 
… That was, to me, really more fun than anything.

Has your writing changed in any way,  
being involved in this?
Well, it has opened my eyes and mind to better 
and better and better and better writing. And also, 
it has made me realize the kind of toughness and 
dedication it takes to be a really fine writer, and 
how true you have to be to yourself. The best work 
comes from a strong personal conviction. Ω
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Sue Staats sits onstage 
with author Tobias Wolff 
at a Stories on Stage 
event in 2015.

Catch the last production of Stories on Stage 
Sacramento for the season at the CLARA auditorium, Oct. 25, 
7:30 p.m. A $10 donation is suggested.
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