
Lewis Black, comedian-at-large, is jazzed about 
life. Heckfire, he’s positively brimming with 
positivity. 

“It just gets better and better. You can’t imagine 
how good it can be,” Black told SN&R. “You wake 
up the next day, it’s even better than the day before. 
Really looking forward to this, they’ve figured out 
how to make—everything, it’s just so swell.”

Black has been an award-winning staple of 
American comedy for more than two decades, includ-
ing his regular appearances on The Daily Show and 
his stand-up routines that are the subject of his The 
Joke’s On Us tour, one he’s rip-roaringly “rah-rah” 
about. 

He’s not pleased about how sport seasons overlap, 
though. “It’s taken what my distraction was,” Black 
said, “and now I’m distracted from my distraction 
because my distraction is distracted!”

After chatting about sports, sporting events and 
the Sacramento Kings’ and the Washington Wizards’ 
shared struggles in the NBA, Black revealed his 
recent struggles to get stand-up specials aired.

“I’ve been working toward a special that should 
have been on last year, but we’ve been having 

difficulties that I can’t explain or understand,” 
he said. “Netflix has been kind of weird with 
me. Y’know, it’s kind of a stupid thing to talk 
about.”

Chopping sounds emanated from the phone 
speaker that sounded distinctly like a tomato—
or possibly a casaba melon—being julienned, 
as Black continued to dish: “I don’t get it. But it 
doesn’t matter, I mean, the special is there.”

Chop. Chop. Chop. 
“Most of what you guys will see,” the 

comedian continued, “you’ll probably see a 
chunk of what I’ve been working on for the last 
year and a half.”

As the noises halted, Black quickly 
noted that his show at the Crest Theatre on 
Friday will be different than his last stop in 
Sacramento, in 2013. 

“The only thing that I’m ever concerned 
about—at all—when I return to a town is that 
the show I’m doing is completely different 
than the show before,” Black said. “That, I 
guarantee.”

He also guarantees that his stand-up isn’t 
based on President Donald Trump, because he 
doesn’t believe presidents are very interesting. 
He had 45 minutes on Vice President Dan 
Quayle, sure, and brief bits about various 
presidents—but he’s gotten more blowback 
from supporters of the current president than 
any other.

“I’ve always had trouble with authority, 
have from the very beginning,” he said, “This 
is the first time when I finish, people either say 
I didn’t talk enough about him or I talked too 
much about him. I mean, come on. What is the 
matter with you?”

So he doesn’t talk about it that much. He 
tries to find ways to make fun of everyone and 
shed some light on current issues—and he also 
lends his voice to the audience.

“The audience is asked before the opening 
act goes onstage, they have about 5 to 10 
minutes to type in questions or comments about 
the city they live in,” Black said. “Anybody 
who wants to write in to me from Sacramento 
or the surrounding areas or any part of 
Sacramento, if it’s well-written, I will read it. If 
it’s funny, I’ll read it. … I have a show that’s 
produced in part by the town I’m going to.”

If that appeals to you, you can show up—
and just maybe, someone will ask what that 
chopping sound was. Ω
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cbridePeople like lewis Black when he’s angry—as he may 

well be at his upcoming show in town.

catch lewis black at the crest theatre Friday, oct. 25 at 8 p.m. 
tickets range from $25-$75. For tickets, visit crestsacramento.com.
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Showing in the Wilkerson Theater 1725 25th Street, Sacramento, CA 95816
Reservations 916-451-5822

Tickets: $20 ($ 15 for seniors, military, students and SARTA members)
Ticket Special: $ 30 for all three shows ($25 for seniors, military, students and SARTA members)

“Dancing Naked in 
the Universe” with 
Richard Winters 

Fri: Nov 1 & 22nd, at 8pm
Sat: Oct 26, Nov 9  

& 16 at 8pm
Sun: Nov 3 & 17 at 2pm

“Cock Tales” with 
Richard Broadhurst

Fri: Oct25, Nov 8  
& 15 at 8pm

Sat: Nov 2 & 23 at 8pm
Sun: Oct 27 &  

Nov 10, 24 at 2pm

“An Evening with Sir 
Twaddle Dreck” with 

Matt K. Miller 
Sunday nights October 27 
to November 3, 10, 17, & 

24, at 7pm

THREE SOLO PERFORMANCES
Wilkerson Theater
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10 BEERS ON TAP
HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY: 4:30 - 6PM

$4 BEERS, WINE & APPETIZERS

1110 T St. Sacramento, CA 95811 | 916-822-4665
Check             for daily $2 Beer Specials

2502 J St. Sacramento, CA | 916-447-1855
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