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THE RULES: High-school
seniors graduating in 2020 are
eligible. Only one entry allowed
per student, and you must live in
the Sacramento region to apply.
No SN&R employees or their
relatives may enter.

THE DETAILS: Essays must

be no longer than 650 words.
Send your essay as a Word
document or place it in the body
of your email to: collegeessay@
newsreview.com, with the subject
line “College Essay Contest.”

EXCERPT FROM
VICTORIA KOROTCHENKO

2019 NER COLLECE ECSAY FIRST PLACE WINNER

“English was
a fiend. Every
vowel, a villain. Every
consonant, a dragon.
That was my family’s
perspective,
anyway.”

FRer prace prize $2,000
aeconp PLace prize $1,000
THIRD PLACE PRiZe $500
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Seeding success

City Hall counts on small

Sacramento companies to grow

Preservation & Co. in Midtown,
which plans to reopen as
Preservation Spirits later this
year, is one of the first six
companies in the city’s Economic
Gardening program.

recipient, AHI Construction,
is minority-owned.

One of the initial seven
recipients was Hamilton
Devices, which supplies and
markets vaping cartridges,
batteries and disposables
for cannabis. That might
be somewhat controversial,
given divided views on
cannabis legalization and
the surge of vaping-related
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When the media release popped into my email, it
looked promising: The city of Sacramento
picked the first local companies for its Economic
Gardening 2.0 program.

To encourage expansion, these firms will get
help from experts on business strategies, plus as
much as $50,000 in matching funds from the city.
The two-year pilot program’s goal makes all sorts
of sense: Grow younger and smaller companies—
those with five to 99 employees and $1 million
to $50 million in annual revenues—as part of the
backbone of Sacramento’s economy.

As Mayor Darrell Steinberg said in a statement:
“We can’t rely on attracting corporate headquarters
from elsewhere in order to grow and diversify
our economy in Sacramento. We must focus our
attention on nurturing the entrepreneurs who have
already planted their businesses in Sacramento and
help them to expand and thrive.”

But after a little more digging, a couple of
concerns cropped up.

The city is on a high-profile crusade for
economic justice for residents and neighborhoods
who haven’t shared in Sacramento’s growing
prosperity—an issue highlighted after the police
killing of Stephon Clark.

But nearly all the selected companies are in
Midtown or downtown—not in the distressed
neighborhoods that need jobs the most. And there’s
no requirement that new employees hired through
this program have to be poor or unemployed.

The city’s response: The program is focused on
business growth and the 21 applicants were referred
by the Sacramento Black Chamber of Commerce,
Sacramento Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
Sacramento Asian Pacific Chamber of Commerce
and Sacramento Rainbow Chamber of Commerce,
as well as the Sacramento Metro Chamber. One

deaths. And indeed, the city
took it off the list, leaving
only six recipients.

The city said it “reevaluated the involvement of
Hamilton Devices” and “decided that it does not
align with City goals at this time.”

Here are the other recipients:

Preservation & Co. in Midtown produces hand-
crafted cocktail mixes including bloody Mary
and margarita. It plans to reopen its storefront
later this year as Preservation Spirits.

Honey, also in Midtown, is a 10-year-old design
and marketing studio for food and agriculture just
named the Sacramento Metro Chamber’s 2019
small business of the year. Its recent clients include
Design Week Sac, SF Bay Coffee, Jane cannabis
edibles and Bogle wine.

The Party Concierge, in the downtown railyards,
provides balloons, flowers, foam carvings and other
supplies for birthdays, corporate events, weddings
and other parties and celebrations. It worked on the
Placer County exhibit at the 2018 California State
Fair and the 2018 SacPride Festival.

Trifecta, based in DOCO, delivers ready-made
organic meals. It promotes a science-backed diet
with lean protein, complex carbs and vegetables,

a rotating weekly menu and exclusives from a
professional chef.

Uptown Studios on Broadway—slogan
“Designs for Social Change”—specializes in
graphics, website design and hosting, video
production, “design thinking and social media.”

They’re all worthy recipients. Hopefully,
with the program’s help, they’ll grow and
create more jobs.

Still, the Economic Gardening program would
be even better if it scattered seeds for growth in all
of Sacramento—and was more focused on residents
who need a helping hand the most. U





